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Dear Mr Huthmacher, Dear Mrs Joksimovic, 

Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen, 

 

Thank you for your invitation to address this conference organized by such 

respectable think-tanks as the Friedrich Ebert Stiftung and the Center for 

Foreign Policy, including a wide range of experts whom I see sitting in the first 

row,  and in front of a very committed audience.  

Actually,  

I- The challenges which Europe is facing 

are numerous and since they happen simultaneously, we can talk about a 

“multi-crisis”.  

The challenges are both external and internal and it is impossible to draw a line 

in between. These are precisely the conclusions of the new “Global Security 

and Foreign Policy strategy” with has been developed by the HR Mrs Mogherini 

and presented in April this year. The war in Irak and Syria, pressure by terrorist 

movements in the Middle-East and Africa, have an internal impact with the 

massive influx of refugees and  terrorist attacks. The economic crisis of 2008 

originated in the United States is still having consequences on the financial and 

economic situation of Greece, while the emerging new economic powers and 

the world-wide competition take their toll on the economic prosperity of 

Europe. 

Meanwhile the consequences of these tensions are internal and put  to the test 

the solidarity of member states which is a basic principle of the EU. The British 

referendum is the most extreme example of these tensions but we are all 

aware of the rise of euro-skeptic opinions  everywhere in Europe, their  

populist instrumentaliaation and the pressure it creates, sometimes with some 

success, on national governments.  



These tensions result into a disruptive situation, the elements which normally 

contribute to the good functioning and harmony of Europe, that is European 

institutions, national institutions, and the public opinion, are out of tune.  

Solidarity, which is one of the basic principles of European construction, is put 

to the test and sometimes denied.  

We are all holding our breath waiting for the British referendum of next week: 

it will be a sovereign decision by the British people. The only thing I can say is 

that after June 23d, Europe will not be the same whatever the British decision 

may be. 

In France we also have a part of our public opinion which expresses euro-

skepticism, to various extent and under different forms. We also have 

“Europhiles” who feel some discontent about the way The EU is functioning at 

the present time. But the mainstream is in favour of in the European project, 

because of its great achievements, and  because we feel that Europe is not a 

provider of problems but of solutions. And we can prove it: 

- No war in the EU since 71 years; the historic reconciliation of Germany 

and France, the pacific transition and integration of several countries 

previously under the rule of dictatorship and reunification of our 

continent divided by the Cold War;   

- The development of a unified market which has been a motor for 

prosperity; and together, freedom of circulation, the possibility to travel 

from one corner of Europe without being stopped at a frontier, having to 

show the passport, change currency in the wallet 

- The strength and resilience of a common currency, euro, which not only 

is the national currency of 300 million European citizens but has asserted 

itself as one of the most used currencies of reference worldwide.  

- Let us not forget the cultural and human achievements of free 

circulation, in particular for young people who can live the European 

experience through the “Bologna process ”  and the Erasmus program.  

 

We are convinced that Europe is a strength also for tomorrow, in a world which 

favours major entities and in which joining forces is necessary to face dangers 

such as terrorism, external and internal threats of all kinds, and challenges like 



developing e-economy, research  and  innovation, organizing the energetic  

transition to protect our environment and quality of life and struggle against 

climate change.  

For the time being, which are difficult times, people in Europe find easy to 

criticize the EU without realizing all the benefits they owe it. And the official 

authorities are sometimes also responsible for that because it’s easy to blame 

“Brussels” for decisions you have taken part to in any case. The British 

referendum is a difficult moment but I bet that it will represent the peak of 

euro-skepticism in the UK and everywhere else in Europe. If the British decide  

to stay, it means that the most euro-skeptical people in Europe will have 

acknowledged after all the benefits they draw from being in Europe. And if they 

leave, it will help people realize what it means exactly to leave Europe, 

something that no-one can describe at the moment.  

Meanwhile, there is a condition for Europe to regain the brains and above all 

the hearts: drawing the consequences of the crisis, answering for good –that is 

I would say with more simple and clear arguments- to the core expectations of 

the population: growth, security, solidarity.  

II- What is the place of Western Balkans and Serbia in the Europe of to-

morrow? 

I’d like to recall that it has been under the French presidency of the EU, in 2000, 

that the European perspective of Western Balkans has been open;  in the 

Zagreb EU-Western Balkan Summit, which has launched the conditionalities 

(democratic reforms, regional cooperation) and the process (first a SAA then 

pre-accession and negotiations). The European perspective of WB has been 

reaffirmed in Thessaloniki in 2003.  

These principles and the commitments are still valid today. The agenda of SAA, 

pre-accession and negotiations is being implemented and as far as the regional 



cooperation is concerned, we are 2 weeks ahead on an important illustration, 

which is the Paris Summit on July 4
th

.  

Of course enlargement is not the topic number one in the European 

newspapers but I think this is logical given all the other, more urgent questions 

the EU has to face.  Meanwhile, a lot of work has been done among those in 

charge of enlargement matters in the EU and in Serbia, a lot of progress has 

been achieved.  

The European path means a lot of changes in a country like yours, you are 

aware of it. The reforms relate to the economic life but also the organization of 

the society which we expect to be more open, more transparent, with a full 

respect of fundamental rights, which sometimes collide against the tradition of 

government or the society itself.  The path to EU is not only a question of 

economic organization, a free market and the orientation of trade towards the 

EU, it is also and inseparably a choice of society. It is your choice! You have 

already asserted it and in spite of the doubts I hear all around, I am sure you 

stick to it. The proof? When asked in which countries your citizens, particularly 

the young ones, would like to travel, to study, to spend maybe some years, 

they answer: the European Union. You are already part of Europe through your 

geography and your history, you are part of Europe through the preferences 

expressed.  

I fully understand that the European Union, in this moment, is not in its most 

attractive condition. But the choice your country has made, and is repeatedly 

reaffirming through its electoral choices, is a long-term one, not one that can 

fluctuate according to the events of the day. Even more important, the 

European choice is a choice you make for yourselves, not to please anyone, and 

you should not fear either to displease anyone.  

I would like to ask you not to use the “enlargement fatigue” as an excuse. 

Enlargment process is an on-going  reality, translated into a big legal and 

administrative work, and into IPA funds, and from Member States, technical 

cooperation in all fields. The EU is the 1
st

 donor, all the more if we add the 

donations and cooperations coming from individual MS. The pace of the 

negotiations depends mainly on the pace of reforms and also their 

implementation.  



So  the “enlargement fatigue” is a false and misleading argument. More, I 

would like you to take into consideration that orientations and events in the 

candidate-countries can  increase or indeed reduce the “enlargement fatigue”: 

be convincing! Show your will and commitment! Europe is bored to be 

criticized; love it and show it. 

I know I am in front of –at least partly- convinced persons. Our organizations 

along with others such as The European Movement are very active in 

explaining what is Europe and what it can bring to the Serbian citizens. The 

involvement of civil society is very important, because it can raise the level of 

information of citizens and help them make enlightened choices.  

It is also very important because the reform process does not mean only 

adopting laws, you are aware of that: it means preparing the good laws, those 

which combine  the European standards, the “acquis communautaire” with the 

specificities of your country; the wide participation of experts and citizens is 

useful, such as what is provided through the existing mechanism of public 

consultations in the different fields of negotiations. And a good law is a law 

which is implemented, which means it is known, respected and shared by the 

public administration and the citizens.  

And thus, step by step a positive spirit and a positive spiral can be developed. 

That is what I wish and am convinced will happen for the EU, that is what I wish 

and am convinced will happen for Serbia./.  

 


