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June 11
th

, 2015 

 

 

“Road to Paris COP21” 

 

 

Dear Madam Minister (Mrs Snezana Bogosavljevic-Boskovic), 

Dear Mr Vice-President of the European Commission (Mr Maros Sefcovic), 

Dear Madam Secretary of State (Mrs Stana Bozovic), 

Dear participants, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

 

The meeting we are attending today is very important, and I thank the organizers for 

having set up this event, and for having invited me to deliver a speech.  

 

Before talking about the preparation of the Paris Conference, I would like to pay 

tribute to the involvement of the Serbian authorities on the way towards COP 21. I am 

glad that the Minister for Agriculture and Environment, Mrs Snezana Bogosavljevic-

Boskovic, could announce this morning the Serbian National Contribution, after an 

early meeting of the Government. We have talked together numerous times about the 

preparation of this contribution and I see that the Serbian government fulfilled our 

expectation, that Serbia could present its contribution before the end of June. I note 

that Serbia’s contribution is the first one in the region to be published, and the first one 

among candidate countries.  

 

Two days ago I had the honour to take part, together with Secretary of State Mrs Stana 

Bozovic, and Mr Rainer Freund from the UE Delegation in Serbia, to the kick-off 

meeting of a twinning project on the establishment of a monitoring and regulating 

system for greenhouse gas emissions, in which France is Serbia’s partner. Be assured 

that my country will do its utmost to help Serbia not only for the preparation of COP 

21 but also to build a low-carbon energy system and also adapt to the consequences of 

climate change.  

 

* * * 

 

France will have, next December, the two-fold mission of hosting and presiding over 

the 21
st
 session of the Conference of the Parties to the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (COP21).  

 

Hosting the Conference is no small challenge, as we expect the presence of 

20,000 delegates, 20,000 guests and 3000 journalists. We will have to make life 

comfortable and create appropriate working conditions for all. We will make room for 

the non-governmental actors who are so important in making gas emission reduction a 

reality, therefore we will set up a “village” dedicated to showcasing the initiatives of 

cities, regions and associations, and even businesses. We will of course make sure that 

COP21is irreproachable in environmental terms and ensure that its carbon footprint is 

offset.  
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Let me recall that France, as a Member State of the European Union, was part of the 

agreement reached and of the collective contribution Vice-president Sefcovic referred 

to a few minutes ago: minus 40% of Greenhouse gas emissions in 2030 compared to 

1990. France has even made an additional promise: minus 60% in 2050 compared to 

1990.  

 

But organizing the conference is, to be sure, the easiest part of the job. The real 

challenge will be to preside over COP21, and reach our aim, which is now shared by 

most of the countries of the world: a universal agreement to limit the increase of global 

average temperature at the end of the century to 2°C above pre-industrial levels.  

 

 We feel compelled to succeed 

 

Since the Rio convention in 1992, then road has been long, tortuous, progresses have 

been real, but too slow. We have had universal commitments but too weak, we have 

had strong commitments, but not universal. In the meantime, the findings of scientists, 

reported through the IPCC, show that the situation has worsened, and episodes like the 

floods in Serbia and Bosnia-Herzegovina last year make climate change a sad and 

concerning reality for a lot of citizens. 

 

This is why the most important expectation for COP 21 is a universal, legally binding 

intergovernmental agreement. There are very sensitive issues that need to be resolved 

by December, such as whether the commitments to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 

made by developing countries should be as binding as those of developed countries, 

and the legal form of the agreement. To be sure, the agreement will be differentiated, 

on the basis of levels of development. A balance needs to be found between the level 

of binding commitments and the level of ambition, as, on the one hand, binding 

mechanisms tend to make leaders very prudent as to what they promise. Yet on the 

other hand, we are determined to reach a highly ambitious agreement, and to involve 

every country. 

 

In order to build the architecture of the agreement and find the right balances, we need 

to lean upon the national contributions of each country. The method was agreed during 

COP 19, in Warsaw in 2013. This is the first time in the history of climate negotiations 

that each country agrees to set itself targets to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 

2025 or 2030, and even 2050 for certain parties. 

 

The financial dimension is essential, the expectations of developed countries are 

justified. In the run-up to the Paris Climate Conference, the developed countries will 

have to indicate how they intend to meet their commitment of $100 billion of public 

and private funds per year by 2020, which they promised in Copenhagen. Even though 

this level of financial contribution has not been reached yet, already 10 billion dollars 

are available and the first decisions on the projects which will be supported, will be 

taken as early as October.  

 

The last pillar is an innovation compared to previous negotiations. It involves 

additional commitments by non-governmental stakeholders including cities, regions, 
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businesses, associations and civil society. It is the “Agenda of Solutions”. These 

commitments follow the Climate Summit organized in September 2014 by the United 

Nations Secretary-General, and were brought together in December in Peru, in the 

“Lima-Paris Action Agenda”. These efforts will not, of course, replace the vital 

measures that will have to be made by governments, but they will propose practical 

solutions to implement them and involve all the elements of society, which is 

absolutely necessary.  

 

 Preparations for the Conference are under way, difficult, but we are 

progressing.  

 

Another session of so-called “ADP” negotiations is being organized in Bonn at this 

very moment and will end this afternoon after 10 days of hard work.  

 

The aim is to reduce the size of the draft text and eliminate as many brackets as 

possible. Other sessions of negotiations will take place end of August, beginning of 

September, and also in October.  

 

To date, 40 countries, representing more than one third of greenhouse gas emissions, 

have announced their national contribution.  More than 70 other countries are 

preparing theirs, but are more likely to submit in the third quarter. More than 90% of 

emissions should be covered ahead of COP21.  

 

The readiness of the United States and China, the two greatest emitters of greenhouse 

gas in the world, to take part to the work, and the agreement they have reached in 

November last year was clearly a turning point, as is also the commitment of the G7 

countries during their last meeting in Germany a few day ago under the aegis of 

Chancellor Merkel. 

 

The change of attitude of businesses and economic spheres is also very important, as is 

the decision of Standard-and-Poor’s to include the struggle against climate change in 

its evaluation criteria for businesses and States.  

 

Let me stress, for a conclusion, that the awareness of the citizens has a tremendous 

importance to trigger the long-lasting change that is necessary. For, if we succeed, as 

we hope, to reach an agreement in Paris next December, it will not be the end of a 

process, but a beginning: beginning of the implementation, beginning of a new 

economic model based on low-carbon energy, and energetic efficiency./. 

 

 

 


